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brightest ornament.* And while we inourne the loss of this benefactor of mankind, let us not lose sight of the pleasing hope that he and his murderer shall be remembered as they deserve. Yes! let us cherish the pleasing idea, that while the name of Robespierre shall be remembered with deserved detestation along with those of Nero and Caligula to excite indignation against tyranny and its supporters, that of Lavoisier shall excite in the breast of every votary of science the warmest gratitude!
From the time of Stahl to that of Lavoisier the metals were supposed to be compound bodies, formed by the union of phlogiston with peculiar earthy bases. During their combustion or calcination they were supposed to part with this phlogiston to the surrounding bodies. Even the weight they acquired by this supposed loss of one of their constituent principles did not for a long time shake the belief of the followers of Stahl in their favorite theory. They all seemed eager to discover some opiate by which they might lull their reason to sleep. The celebrated Boyle affirmed that the increase of weight in calcined metals is owing to the combination of the matter of fire. Boerhaave attributed it to the surrounding bodies which deposit themselves upon the metal: While the generality of the followers of the doctrine of phlogiston supposed it to be the principle of levity. Such are the powerful effects produced by the union of a great name with any theory whatever; like the head of a monarch stamped upon base metal, it serves to give it currency for a time among the unobserving part of mankind.
At length Lavoisier proved that the increased weight of the calx is owing to the absorption of oxigene, and that
* When the order for his execution was presented to Lavoisier he requested a few days to complete a course of experiments he had commenced, "but this was refused, and he was hurried off to the scaffold. What may we not have lost!
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